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A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X. 

•  .  .  I 

Obfervations  on  the  Pharmacopoeia  Collegii 
Regalis  Me  die  or um  Londinenjis ,  1788. 


EN  we  publiftied  our  obfervations  on 
the  fecond  fpecimen  of  the  work  produced  now  to 
the  public,  in  its  moft  perfeCt  form,  we  prefume 
agreeable  to  your  conceptions,  under  the  title  of 

pHARMACOPiEIA  CoLLEGII  REGALIS  MeDICO- 

rum  Londinensis,  we  laid  before  you  a  number 
of  errors  which  required  correction,  you  have  in. 
fome  degree  attended  to  them,  though  not  with 
that  candor,  which  manifefts  true  noblenefs  of 
mind ;  but  have  adopted  our  ideas  with  refpect 
to  the  vifible  neceffity,  of  alteration,  and  crept 
only  a  little  nearer  the  path  of  fcientific  knowledge  ; 
leaving  your  work,  in  many  places,  not  fo  com¬ 
plete  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  and  in  others  ftill 
extremely  erroneous.  We  therefore  think  it  a  duty 
incumbent  upon  us  to  pay  ydu  another  friendly 
vifit,  and  convince  you,  if  obftinacy  and  felf-con- 
fequence  are  not  the  handing  orders  of  your  affo- 
ciated  body,  that  there  is  ftill  a  large  field  open 
for  critical  inveftigation  ;  and  that  had  you  adopted 
more  freely  the  hints  we  gave  you,  or  fomething 

a  adequate 
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adequate  to  them,  you  would  have  come  nearer  at 
lead  to  that  perfection,  which  you  are  bound  by 
every  focial,  moral,,  and  religious  tie,  in  all  your 
publications  to  attempt.  And  as  we  fhall  have 
occafion  to  refer  back  to  our  former  work  on  this 
fubjeCt,  we  have  chofen  to  add  this  to  it  by  way 
of  Appendix  ;  particularly  as  many  of  our  remarks 
there  (till  maintain  their  full  force.  That  the 
world  may  judge  between  us,  how  far  we  have 
merited  attention,  how  much  you  have  obferved 
our  directions,  and  in  what  manner  you  have  eva¬ 
ded  the  confeflion,  by  laboring  to  deviate  as  much 
as  you  could  from  the  different  plans  pointed  out 
to  you,  and  adopting  fomething  as  fimilar  as  the 
nature  of  your  fubjeCt  would  permit,  joined  to  an 
earned  defire  and  fixed  determination  to  hide  the 
fountain  from  whence  they  were  derived.  But  as 
we  always  endeavour  to  make  confidency  and  per- 
fpicuity  in  fcientific  difquifitions  our  pilots,  and 
truth  the  harbor  to  which  we  deer,  we  are  fatisfied 
in  having  our  intents  accompliflied  by  any  means  ; 
better  pleafed  to  fee  them  appear  in  any  work  in 
which  we  are  allowed  to  have  no  {hare,  than  to 
have  one  of  fo  much  confequence  to  the  welfare 
of  mankind  as  yours  launched  into  the  world,  un¬ 
der  the  fanCtion  of  royal  authority,  in  any  lingle 
point  by  them  unfupported. — It  is  not  noblenefs 
of  birth  that  conditutes  noblenefs  of  character, 

■  ’  :  v:  f  J  .  \  '  ■  v 

“  MANNERS  ALONE  DIGNIFIE  THE  MAN;”  and 

he  who  deviates  from  the  path  of  honor,  difgraces 

and 
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and  blurs  with  infamy  that  rank  on  which  he  prides 
himfelf.  So  it  is  in  your  department.  Error  can¬ 
not  live,  though  it  fhould  be  mounted  on  the 
wonders  of  the  world,  and  guarded  by  the  Colof* 
fian  pillars  of  medico-collegiate  confequence.  Truth 
from  the  pen  of  a  non-fignificant  would  tumble  it 
from  its  elevation,  and  lay  it  prodrate^  at  the  feet 
of  its  arbitrary  advocates. — In  proof,  then,  let  us 
try  the  experiment. 

In  the  Materia  medica  you  have  made  choice  of 
the  Linn^an  fyftem,  inferted  fome  of  the  amend¬ 
ments  which  we  pointed  out  to  you,  and  feem,  from 
the  hints  which  were  given,  to  have  more  clofely 
examined  this  matter.  But  why  is  there  fuch  a  lin¬ 
king  irregularity  Hill  remains ;  an  irregularity  (o 
drong  as  cannot  efcape  the  obfervation  of  any  man 
at  all  converfant  in  natural  hidory  ?  Certainly  thofe 
products  which  are  fufficiently  known,  fhould  have 
been  diftinguifhed  by  their  fcientific  names;  whilft 
thofe  of  whofe  knowledge  there  dill  remained  fome 
doubt,  either  not  didinguilhed  by  that  name,  or 
put  down  as  dubious. 

In  the  animal  kingdom,  why  are  the  following 
left  undidinguifhed  ?  There  certainly  can  be  no 
fufficient  reafon  for  their  remaining  in  an  undeter¬ 
mined  date ;  they  with  great  propriety  might  dand 
in  the  fubfequent  order,: 
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Adeps  fuillse  — Sus  fcrofa.  Linnad.  Syftematis  Naturae^ 
Coccinella  — Coccus  cadi,  L.  S.  N. 

Cakoreum  Rufficum — Cakor  fiber.  L.  S.  N. 


Cornu  cervi 

Cera  flava 
alba 
•  mel 

Mofchus 

Sevum  ov ilium 

Sperma  ceti 


— Cervus  elephus.  L.  S.  N. 

- — Apis  mellifera.  L.  S.  N. 

*  r  ■ 

— Mofchus  mofchiferus.  L,  S.  N. 

— Ovis  aries,  L.  S.  N. 

-r-Phyfeter  maqrocephalus.  L.  S,  N. 


As  an  excufe  for  thefe  omiffions,  or  moft  of  them, 
perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  they  are  too  well  known 
to  need  any  fpecification.  If  fo,  why  give  the  fpe- 
cific  name  to  the  oyfter  fhells  ? 

Teftae  okreorum  — Okrea  edulis,  L.  S*  N* 

Pray,  are  they  lefs  known  ? 


In  the  vegetable  kingdom,  what  caufe  can  be 
affigned  for  your  fimilar  conduct  in  the  fubfequent 

lift? 


Canella  alba 

Cafcarilla 

Opium 

Gambogia 

Thu§ 


■ — Winteriana  canella.  L.  S.  P, 
•—Croton  cafcarilla.  L.  S.  P. 

■ — Papaver  fomnifer,  L.  S.  P. 
— Cambogia  gutti.  L.  S.  P. 

— Juniperus  lycia.  L.  S.  P. 


And  feyeral  others  of  the  chara&eriftic  name  of 
which  we  reminded  you  in  the  former  publication  ^ 
See  page  39  in  the  firji  part  of  this  pamphlet . — For 
fuch  pmilfions  fome  fufficient  reafons  ought  to 
have  been  advanced ;  other  wife  there  appears  great 
negligence,  much  inconfiftency,  and  a  want  of 
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perfpicuity  ;  which  txt  faults  highly  reprehenfible 
in  fo  learned  a  body,  who  are  thought  to  take  the 
lead  in  the  medical  department ;  who  are  confi- 
dered  as  perfed  adepts  in  that  momentous  profef- 
fion  over  which  you  prefide,  and  who,  having 
generally  adopted  a  fyftem,  muft  be  fuppofed  to 
have  fome  caufe  for  omitting  fuch  a  number  of 
effential  particulars,  the  produd  of  the  fame  pen ; 
confequently  ought  in  your  own  vindication,  and  in 
juftice  to  the  author  to  produce,  whatever  may  be 
the  reafons  for  fo  fmgular  a  condud ;  otherwife  the 
arbitrium  collegii,  we  mean  that,  quod  nutu 
gubernat,  aifumes  fuperiority  over  philofophical 
inveftisration,  and  makes  it  fubfervient  to  the  whim 
pf  its  poffeffors.  But  you  have  in  your  preface 
told  us,  you  are  arbitrary,  <c  Quod  ad  nomina  at- 
{6  tinet,  tribus  fdibus  alkalinis,  pro  a r bitrio  nos- 
u  tro  impofta for  which  you  have  affigned  fome 
reafon,  tc  Ea  fane  tantum  in  fe  commoditatis,  & 
6e  compendii,  prse  fe  ferunt;”  and  then  court  the 
forgivenefs  of  your  medical  brethren,  “  Ut  ve- 
“  niam  faltem  apud  medicos  non  immerito  fibi  ven- 
-  dicent.,,  This  we  fhould  have  paffed  over  com¬ 
pendii  eorum  gratia,  had  no  better  terms  offered 
themfelves ;  had  they  not  been  fhewn  to  you  in 
the  very  fame  place,  where  the  neceffity  of  an  al¬ 
teration  of  the  terms  adopted  in  your  specimen 
alterum  was  manifefled  in  fo  clear  a  light,  that 
it  was  impoflible  for  you  to  avoid  your  coqfent. 
See  page  22,  23,  of  the  firjl  part  of  this  work. — But 
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as  the  public,  nay -not  even  one  ignorant  indivi¬ 
dual,  will  be  fatisfied  with  our  arbitrary  fiat,  we  are 
obliged  to  prove  our  affertion  by  the  force  of  fair 
argument,  which  we  muft  build  upon  fadt :  and 
as  fuch  it  will  be  allowed  us ;  that  wherever  an  al¬ 
teration  is  to  take  place  in  the  name  of  any  article, 
one  term  made  ufe  of  to  fupply  the  place  of  ano¬ 
ther  fhould  be  the  moft  unequivocal,  and  in  this 
cafe  the  moft  concife ;  all  probability  of  error 
avoided,  and  convenience  fupported.— You  have 
made  ufe  of  Kali  for  the  Alkali  vegeiabile—we  re¬ 
commended  Pot  ass  a  :  you  for  the  Alkali  miner  ale. 
Natron— we,  Soda.  Now  with  regard  to  con- 
cifenefs  and  convenience,  the  terms  are  fimilar ; 
but  are  they  with  regard  to  propriety  ?  We  fay. 
No  ,*  for  Kali,  fo  called  from  the  herb  from  whence 
^an  alkaline  fait  was  extracted,  produces  the  fofiil  al¬ 
kali.  Macqtjer  fays,  “  Kali  is  a  maritime  plant, 
cc  from  the  allies  of  which  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
tc  mineral  fixed  alkali  is  obtained  by  lixiviation.” 
Chem .  Diff.  p.  357.  And  Dr.  Monro,  in  hisTreatife 
on  Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Chemiftry,  vol.  i. 
page  134,  tells  us,  when  fpeaking  of  the  foffil  al¬ 
kali,  “  that  the  greateft  quantity  of  this  alkaline 
“  fait  that  is  at  prefent  ufed  in  this  country  is  got 
e<  from  the  allies  of  the  Kali,  and  other  fea 
plants,  &c.” — And  Dr.  Lewis,  “  that  the 
C£  Kali  is  principally  regarded  on  account  of  its 
“  yielding  copioufly  when  burnt  the  fixed  alkaline 
<c  fait  called  Soda,  or  Soude and  ufes  this 
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term  for  the  mineral  alkali  itfelf.  Here  then, 
if  we  are  allowed  to  be  daring  enough  to  wave 
the  authority  you  ufurp,  we  may  venture  to  fay, 
that  there 'are  objections  fufficiently  fbrong  to  your 
term.  Now,  as  no  fuch  lie  againft  the  word  Po- 
tassa,  recommended  by  us ;  as  it  has  never  been 
applied  to  any  alkaline  fait  but  the  vegetable ; 
as  it  is  procured  from  wood,  plants,  and  tome 
other  fubftance  not  maritime,  in  which  there  is 
no  mineral  alkali;  and  as  it  always  has  conveyed, 
and  univerfally  does  convey,  the  idea  of  vegetable 
alkali  only,  it  will  not  be  prefumption  in  us  to 
affert,  that  it  claims  the  preference  in  its  appli¬ 
cation  to  the  fubftance  to  that  which  you  have 
adopted. 

V  V  :  1  ' 

With  refpeCt  to  Natron,  it  has  been  called 
Nitrum;  Nitrum  antiquorum,  Macquer  fays. 
“  Natrum,  or  Natron  is  a  native  alkaline  fait 
“  of  the  nature  of  the  mineral,  or  marine  alka- 
“  line,  which  is  found  cryftallized  in  iEgypt,  and 
“  in  fome  hot  countries,  in  fands  which  furround 
<e  lakes  of  fait  water.  The  cryftallization  is  pro- 
(c  duced  by  the  fpontaneous  evaporation  of  this 
“  water ;  and  as  that  water  contains  other  falts 
<c  alfo,  befides  the  mineral  alkali,  the  natron  is  not 
((  a  pure  mineral  alkali ,  and  is  naturally  found 
“  mixed  with  other  faline  matters,  and  particu- 
larly  with  common  fait : — the  fait  is  faid  to  be 
“  the  nitre  of  the  antients.”  Yet,  notwithftand- 
§..  •  ”  ,  V.  ing 
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ing  thefe  objections,  you  affix  the  term  to  a  fub* 
fiance  which  is  confeffed  a  pure  mineral  alkali ; 
and  rejeCt.  the  term  by  which  this  very  pure  al- 
kali  procured  from  this,  and  other  fubftances,  is 
denominated ;  for  Soda  is  the  name  by  which 
this  is  underflood. — From  what  has  been  advanced, 
and  we  flatter  ourfelves  fatisfaCtorily  proved  to 
every  candid  reader,  may  we  not  fairly  draw  the 
following  conclufions  ? 

That  from  our  obfervations  on  your  Specimen 
Alterum  there  appeared  an  abfolute  neceffity  for 
altering  the  terms  of  the  vegetable,  and  mineral 
alkalies— That  you  were  convinced  of  that  ne» 
ceffity — -That  you  adopted  the  idea ;  but  that  in 
order  to  avoid  the  fuppofition  of  your  attention 
to  us,  you  rejected  the  terms  we  propofed,  and 
fupplied  their  place  with  others  infinitely  more 
objectionable,  though  equally  concife,  becaufe  you 
could  not  bear  the  thought,  “  ab  hofte  docerl ,”  fa 
called,  for  reformation  was  imagined  to  ap^ 
proach  you  in  the  form  of  feverity ;  becaufe  you 
difdained  to  be  dragooned  into  reCtitude.-  Ill- 
formed  conjecture  !  a  little  reflection  would  con¬ 
vince  you  that  the  very  feverity  complained  of,  if 
it  muff  be  called  feverity,  was  founded  on  the 
molt  liberal  principles.  However,  be  that  as  it 

may,  where  the  welfare  of  mankind  is  at  flake, 

/  /  •  ' 

wherever  royal  patronage  is  folicited  to  proteCt, 
and  legal  authority  to  enforce  compliance  with 

the 
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the  regulations  in  a  work  like  yours,  every  im¬ 
provement  ought  to  be  avidioufly  embraced,  whe¬ 
ther  it  comes  from  the  cabinet  of  an  old  woman, 
or  the  phyfician  of  a  king. 

But  to  return  to  our  fubjedt  As  you  feem  to 
have  followed  our  plan  of  giving  charadteriftic 
names  to  your  compolitions,  indicating  the  in¬ 
gredient  of  which  they  were  formed,  why  have 
you  not  been  throughout  confident  ?  Why  fhould 
not  the  magnefia  alba ,  which  only  takes  its  name 
from  its  color,  be  called  magnefia  aerata ,  as  you 
profefs  in  your  preface  to  have  changed  the  names, 
“  Ut  per  titulos  ipfos  defignetur  quadibet  compo- 
tc  fitio  quid  fit  magis,  quam  quo  valeat ;  &  potius 
“  ex  quibus  conflet,  principiis  quam  quibus  in  ca- 
£ 6  fibus  proficere  foleat,  aut  cui  parti  corporis  opi- 
“  tulari.” — Is  it  of  more  ufe  in  this  article  and  fome 
others  to  make  the  color  of  the  compofition  fami¬ 
liar,  and  fix  it  in  the  memory,  than  to  (how  for 
what  they  were  intended ;  or  to  declare  their  powers 
and  peculiar  adtion?— There  is  a  degree  of  fagacity 
in  this  we  confefs  ourfelves  unable  to  fathom ;  but 
to  the  ARBITRIUM  COLLEGII  REGALIS  WC  lliuft 
fubmit. — Nor  can  we  divine  why  the  ^rugo,  or  the 
preparations  of  lead,  fhould  not  have  merited  the 
fame  attention.  However,  we  fhall  defer  the  dif- 
cuflion  of  the  other  new  names,  children  of  your 
invention,  and  fhall  only  fay,  that  we  think  they 
had  better  been  founded  on  a  fyflern  of  philofo- 

b  phical 
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pineal  fimplicity,  which  was  the  rule  we  attempted 
to  purfue  in  conformity  to  the  invedigation  of  the 
juftly  celebrated  philofophers  from  whence  they 
derived  their  origin,  and  we  doubt  not,  their  con- 
fidency  will  be  fupported  by  the  fredi  facts  which 
the  criterion  of  time  can  only  permanently  eda- 
blifh ;  and  proceed  to  review  the  more  effential 
part  of  your  work — the  Modus  preparandi. — 
And  fird  we  (hall  advert  to  the  purification 
of  the  gums,  which  (lands  as  in  the  Specimen 
alterum,  of  which  we  have  before  fhown  our  dif- 
approbation,  in  page  41  of  the  firji  part  of  this 
work  ;  and  think  we  have  there  diffidently  proved 
the  abfurdity  of  the  procefs,  to  which  we  refer 
the  reader,  and  go  on  to  the  Pulpje — which, 
when  we  looked  over  the  firft  paragraph,  we  con  - 
fidered  as  meant  only  for  extrading  the  pulp  of 
hips,  and  that  may  be  procured  by  this  mode  : 
Few,  if  any  other,  can  be  acquired  by  the  fame 
means ; — -That  for  the  pulp  of  Caffia  is  certainly 
erroneous ;  for,  from  the  method  laid  down  in 
your  Pharmacopoeia,  little  or  no  pulp  will  be  ob¬ 
tained,  at  lead  in  the  (late  in  which  the  caffia 
fiftularis  is  in  this  country.  It  would  be  ob¬ 
tained  infinitely  better,  and  be  more  produdive, 
by  boiling  the  pulp  from  the  pod  bruifed,  for 
then  the  pulp  would  be  waflied  off  from  the  infide 
and  feeds,  which  might  be  drained  through  a  pro¬ 
per  fieve  to  let  the  pulp  pafs  through,  and  retain  the 
broken  part  of  the  pod;  which  done,  the  liquid 

might ' 
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might  be  evaporated  to  a  proper  confidence ;  and 
if  it  is  intended  to  be  kept,  as  we  prefume  it  is, 
by  the  remark  of  the  Lumleian  lecturer,  one  of 
your  members,  and  the  trandator  of  your  work, 
it  fhould  be  mixed  with  a  proper  proportion  of 
fugar,  elfe  will  it,  like  mod  of  the  other  pulps, 
run  rapidly  into  a  date  of  fermentation,  and  foon 
become  acid. 

Among  the  Sued  what  ufe  is  propofed  from 
the  infpiffated  juice  of  lemons,  fave  an  unnecef- 
fary  and  ridiculous  expence ;  for  the  product 
from  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  depurated 
juice  will  be  extremely  fmall  indeed  ? — Are  its 
virtues  heightened  by  the  procefs  ? — Does  necef- 
fity  require  us  to  preferve  it  in  this  form,  for  any 
purpofe  ? — Canriot  we  have  always  the  expreffed 
juice  when  requifite  ?  —  If  fo,  why  prescribe  fo 
trifling,  fo  unneceffary,  and  fo  expend ve  an  ar¬ 
ticle  ■?— ' The  foiving  this  query  mud  remain  with 
you.  < 

Probably  from  what  \ve  have  formerly  faid  on 
the  purification  of  opium  with  refpedt  to  wade  of 
fpirits  in  that  procefs,  you  have  now,  indead  of 
ordering  the  fpirit  to  be  evaporated  as  in  the  Spe¬ 
cimen  alterum,  dire&ed  it  to  be  drawn  off  by 
didillation ;  but  pray  what  neceffity  is  there  for 
any  fpirit  at  all,  fince  water  alone  will  as  effec¬ 
tually  anfwer  every  purpofe  ?— Here  you  can  only 
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be  accufed  of  die  want  of  proper  attention  in  Am¬ 
plifying  the  operation — but  what  are  we  to  fay  with 
refped  to  your  prefcription  for  the  Oleum  Vini  ? 
Ecce ! 

Alkoholis 

Acidi  vitriolici— lingulorum  mensura  libram  unam. 

Is  it  confident  with  chemical  corredtnefs  to  meafure 
the  vitriolic  acid  ?  Is  there  occafion  for  fo  large  a 
proportion  of  that  acid  to  produce  the  oleum  vini  ? 
Or  is  a  pound  and  a  pint  of  materials  of  very  dif¬ 
ferent  fpecific  gravities  equal  ?  If  we  are  to  form 
our  judgement  by  comparing  the  two  prefcriptions 
given  us  for  acquiring  this  product,  one  in  the 
Specimen  alterum  Pharmacopoeias,  the  other  in 
the  Pharmacopoeia  itfelf  of  the  royal  college  of 
phyficians  of  London,  we  fliould  conclude  they 
once  did  not  think  fo ;  but  that  on  confldering  the 
matter  very  clofely,  they  now  maintain  that  opi¬ 
nion  ;  for  in  the  Specimen  for  procuring  this  oil, 
called  there  oleum  vitrioli  dulce,  they  order  alkohol  and 
vitriolic  acid ,  of  each  a  pound  ;  but  in  the  improved 
edition  of  this  work,  of  each  a  pint.  But  per¬ 
haps  there  may  be  fome  reafon  replete  with  wifdonx 
for  this  mod  drange  and  Angular  alteration.  In 
the  procefs,  where  a  pound  of  each  is  ordered, 
the  oleum  vini  floats  on  the  furface  of  the  liquor 
thrown  over  into  the  recipient,  “■  leniori  igne 
“  continuetur  diftillatio,  donee  liquor e  recepto  in- 
t(  nataverit  oleum  vitrioli  dulce ” — Specimen  alterum 

.  ;  P.L. 
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P.  L.  p.  29. — Where  a  pint  of  each  is,  directed , 
ft  remains  floating  on  the  watery  liquor  remaining 
in  the  retort,  (C  Manet  oleum  vini  in  retorta  li- 
u  quorem  aquofum  fupernatans.,,  Pharm.  Londi- 
nenfis,  1788 — How  can  we  account  for  thefe  de¬ 
viations  ?  To  what  are  we  to  attribute  them  ? — Ad 
arkitrium  collegii  medicorum  Londinenjis . — But  as  it 
will  not  .be  facrilege  to  fay,  from  what  has  been 
above  advanced,  that  this  arbitrium  may  be  fome- 
times  fallacious,  we  would  move,  for  the  fake  of 
chemifts,  apothecaries,  and  compounders  of  me¬ 
dicines,  who  dare  think  for  themfelves,  and  fome 
there  are  who  dare  be  fo  bold,  that  an  amend- 

•x.  I 

ment  may  be  made  in  the  prohibitory  claule  of  the 
royal  proclamation,  where  all  who  compound  me¬ 
dicines  are  confined  to  the  prefcripts  of  this  Phar¬ 
macopoeia,  for  fucll  medicaments  as  are  therein 
contained,  and  become  fubjedt  to  the  pain  of  royal 
difpleafure,  and  legal  punifhment,  if  they  deviate 
from  them,  that  the  words  “  Errors  excepted,” 
fhould  be  inferted. 

In  your  prefcription  for  the  oleum  animate ,  which 
is  the  invention  of  Dippelius,  with  regard  to 
your  directions  you  have  been  extremely  loofe  and 
negligent ;  befides  not  affording  a  procefs  ade¬ 
quate  to  procuring  it  in  its  pureft  ftate,  your  for¬ 
mula  runs. 


Now 
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Now  the  oil  in  its  proper  Hate  fhould  be  totally 
colourlefs,  and  may  be  fo  procured  by  judicious 
management;  but  in  the  common  mode  of  diftil- 
lation,  three  times  will  feldom  produce  it  fuffici- 
ently  pure,  it  will  require  five,  fix,  or  fometimes 
more,  before  it  becomes  the  quid  defid eratum — 
mixing  it  with  quick  lime  or  powdered  charcoal 
into  a  pafte,  is  faid  to  be  a  great  improvement, 
fhortens  the  procefs,  and  makes  the  product  more 
limpid,  and  with  fome  apparent  reafon,  as  the 
fubflances  keep  down  more  of  the  grofs  matter, 
than  would  remain  without  fuch  addition.  Befides, 
directions  ought  to  have  been  given  for  keeping 
it  in  its  original  Hate ;  for  if  it  is  not  guarded  from 
the  accefs  of  air,  it  will  foon  be  fpoiled  by  its  free 
abforption  of  dephlogifticated  air,  on  being  too 
much  expofed  to  the  atmofphere,  and  lofe  its 
medicinal  efficacy  in  a  great  meafure  : — a  precau¬ 
tion,  however  apparently  minute,  fo  effentially 
neceflary,  that  its  omiffion  ranks  amongft  the  care- 
lefs  errors  of  your  work. 

In  looking  over  the  directions  given  for  the 
preparation  of  the  acids,  we  could  not  avoid 
wifliing  that  they  had  been  more  full,  and  expla¬ 
natory,  fimilar  to  the  modes  given  for  the  natron 
preparation  and  kali  acetatim — at  prefent  they  Hand 
too  loofe,  as  if  they  were  given  with  a  carelefs  inat¬ 
tention,  or  were  designed  only  for  the  perufal  of 
chemical  adepts.  But  why  you  have  changed  your 

pre- 
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prefcription  for  the  acidum  acetofum  we  cannot  con¬ 
ceive,  for  it  is  certainly  much  altered  for  the  worfe* 
In  your  Specimen  alterum  you  gave  an  acid  from 
the  decompofition  of  fal  diureticus,  now  kali  ace - 
tatum ,  by  the  means  of  the  vitriolic  acid,  whofe 
fpecific  gravity  was  to  that  of  diftilled  water,  as 
i, 068  to  1,000.  Now  you  give  us  an  acid  from 
verdigreafe,  much  weaker,  whofe  fpecific  gravity 
is  to  that  of  diftilled  water,  only  as  1,050  to  1,000. 
Befides,  if  it  is  diftilled  from  verdigreafe  by  an 
injudicious  operator,  it  will  carry  fome  particles  of 
copper  over  in  the  diftillation,  and  become  a 
noxious  medicine. 

By  the  preparation  of  the  kali,  which  term 
you  have  adopted  to  exprefs  the  vegetable  alkali, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  you  mean  to  produce  a  pure 
fait  of  that  nature ;  for  which  purpofe  you  have 
ordered  a  folution  of  the  pearl  afh  in  water,  then 
evaporation ;  and  the  liquor  to  be  fet  by  a  whole 
night  for  the  neutral  falts,  which  are  part  of  the 
compofition,  to  cryftallize — but  that  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  •  for  in  order  to  have  the  alkali  in  its  pureft 
ftate,  freed  from  thofe  falts,  the  folution  will  re¬ 
quire  to  be  expofed  to  cryftallization  three  times 
at  leaft,  elfe  will  it  retain  too  great  a  fhare  of  vi- 
triolized  tartar.  And  with  refpedt  to  the  aqua  kali, 
this  we  think  might  be  made  more  extemporane- 
oully,  and  better  by  diflolving  the  vegetable  alkali 
in  a  juft  proportion  of  diftilled  water.  Here  we 

hake 
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have  a  more  certain  medicine,  and  lefs  alchymif- 
tical  folly,  for  the  prefcription  is  a  remnant  of 
their  abfurd  fuperftition. 

i  .  '  -  - 

Though  hei:e  the  term  aqua  may  be  allowed  to 
ftand,  perhaps  not  improperly,  where  is  the  necef- 
fity  of  its  addition  to  the  ammonia  acetata ,  formerly 
Minderus’s  fpirit ;  which  you  ftill  retain  in  its 
ftates  of  uncertain  ftrength,  notwithstanding  it  is 
fo  eafily  procured  in  a  manner  to  have  its  powers 
more  equal  the  word  acetata  added  to  ammonia 
more  elegantly  exprefles  the  compound  without 
than  with  the  addition  of  aqua,  which  is  one  of 
the  mod:  prepoftqrous  pleonafms  ever  invented  ; 
and  ought  to  be  expunged,  particularly  as  the 
compofition  is  never  kept  as  a  dry  fait. 

Againft  the  kali  tartarifatum,  formerly  tarta- 
rum  folubile  and  natron  tartarifatum,  formerly  Sal 
Ruppellenfis,  there  lie  fimilar  obje&ions,  if  made 
according  to  your  mandate  ;  for  you  have  limited 
the  quantity  of  each  ingredient — a  pound  of  kali 
to  three  pounds  of  cream  of  tartar,  in  the  firft ; 
and  in  the  laid,  two  pounds  of  cream  of  tartar  to 
twenty  ounces  of  natron;  but  as  the  cryftals  of 
tartar  do  not  always  contain  an  equal  quantity  of 
acid,  thefe  falts  may  not  be  always  equally  neu¬ 
tralized  ;  nay  even  with  the  quantity  of  cryftals  of 
tartar  ordered  here,  they  may  very  often  be  pof- 
fefied  of  a  fuperabundancy  of  acid. —  It  would 

-  '  have 


C  17  ) 

have  been  judicious  if  you  had  added  to  thefe 
prefcriptions  what  you  have  done  in  that  for  the 
ammonia  acetata — “  vel  quantum  (it  ut  alkali 
“  faturetur.” — There  can  remain  no  doubt  relative 
to  the  propriety  of  fuch  an  addition,  for  certainly 
in  chemical  preparations,  particularly  fuch  as  are 
employed  for  medical  purpofes,  there  cannot  be 
too  great  exactitude ;  for  very  flight  deviations, 
flovinglinefs,  and  inattention,  not  to  fay  any 
thing  of  a  want  of  chemical  knowledge,  and  ar¬ 
bitrary  conceit,  leave  compofitions  in  fo  imperfeCt 
a  (late,  nay  often  produce  medicines  fo  widely 
different  from  what  was  intended,  or  underflood 
generally  by  terms  annexed  to  them,  that  phy- 
licians  in  prefcribing  them  are  often  foiled  in  their 
attempt  of  relieving,  and  the  patient  miferably 
mauled  by  their  exhibition —  And  we  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  affert  that  without  regularity  and  nicety  are 
obferved  in  forming  both  chemical  and  Galenical 
compounds,  fuch  at  lead  on  whofe  aCtion  there  is 
much  dependence,  the  practice  of  phyfic  becomes 
the  praCtice  of  quackery,  and  the  lives  and 
healths  of  patients  may  as  well  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  an  impudent  medicafter,  as  a  confcien- 
cious  phyfician.  —  But  to  return  to  our  fubject ; 
will  you  permit  us  to  a(k  you,  why  you  have  dill 
retained  in  your  pharmacopoeia  feveral  articles, 
and  omitted  others,  relative  to  which  we  have 
fupplied  many  wholefome  hints  in  the  different 
pages  marked  in  the  drd  part  of  this  work  ? — 

Why 
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Why  is  the  Liquor  volatilis ,  C.  C.  (page  43^  in  its 
liquid  form  ftill  kept  fo  impure,  and  of  fuch  un¬ 
equal  ftrength  ? — Why  th  t  ammonia*  ace  tat  a  9  (page 
$0)  fo  uncertain  in  its  power? — Why  have  you 
omitted  the  acid  of  tartar ,  (page  and  neg¬ 
lected  the  hints  given  you  relative  to  the  purifica- 
tio  nitri ;  magnefia  ujla ;  in  the  fame  page — the 
oleum  fulphuratum;  kali  fulphuratum ,  (page  $2) 
crocus  -  antimonii ,  (page  5  7^  ?  —  Or  why  been  inat¬ 
tentive  to  faCts  of  more  importance  with  refpeCt 
to  the  antimonium  muriatum ,  (page  $$)  ferrum  am- 
moniacale ,  (page  53J  purificatio  hydrargyria  calomelas , 
(page  6  q )  and  fulphur  antimonii  pracipitatum,  (page 
64)  ?■ — Do  thefe  inadvertencies  arife  from  lack  of 
chemical  knowledge  ?— Are  you  incapable  of  ex¬ 
amining  minutely,  or  diving  fufficiently  deep  into 
the  powers  of  the  chemical  art  ?  — -  Are  you  too 
carelefs  to  invefligate  clofely  the  fubjeCt  ?  do  you 
think  them  too  trifling  for  your  confideration  ? — - 
Or  does  your  favourite  arbitrium  forbid  you  to 
be  charmed  with  the  voice  of  truth,  flrould  it 
charm  you  ever  fo  fweetly  ?  —  By  fome  one  or 
other  of  thefe  confiderations  you  muft  be  actu¬ 
ated  ;  but  be  whichever  it  may,  you  are  certainly 
reprehenfible— Y ou  are  not,  whatever  you  may 
fuppofe,  however,  guarded  by  the  moft  fupreme 
earthly  authority,  at  liberty  to  wanton  in  your 
deCtion,  to  be  biaffed  in  your  determination,  nor 
N  arbitrary  in  your  adoption. — Y  our  duty  calls  upon 

i 

you ;  the  power  with  which  you  are  inverted,  re-* 
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quires  you ;  and  the  confequences  attendant  on 
your  decifions  demand  you  to  be  acute  in  your 
difcernment,  indefatigable  in  your  application, 
perfect  in  knowledge  as  far  as  the  fubjedt  will 
permit ;  and  obedient  only  to  found  reafoning  and" 
faithful  experiment. — All  which.  Whether  you  have 
or  have  not  been,  we  muff  leave  to  the  judge¬ 
ment  of  thofe  who,  converfant  in  thefe  ftudies, 
will  give  themfelves  the  trouble  of  travelling 
through  thefe  pages,  and  comparing  them  with 
the  pharmacopoeia  in  the  drefs  in  which  it  is  now 
ufliered  to  the  public  ;  and  proceed  to  examine 

a  few  of  the  other  articles  therein  inferted.  But 
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firfl  muft  obferve,  that  we  are  glad  to  find  the 
fulphur  antimonii  alkalizatum  expunged.  —  In  our 
laft  obfervations  we  could  not  avoid  fpeaking  our 
dillike,  to  foifling  in  a  compofition  fo  difgraceful 
to  the  conductors  of  the  Specimen  ;  and  we  hear¬ 
tily  wifli  you  had  not  fupplied  us  with  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  fhewing  our  difapprobation  of  your  hy¬ 
drargyrum  nitratus  ruber .  Here  you  have  too  pal¬ 
pably  fhewn  your  .defect  in  chemical  fcience. — - 
Of  what  ufe  is  one  dram  of  muriatic  acid  in  the 
quantity  of  the  hydrargyric  folution  you  have 
prefcribed  ?— Do  you  wifh  to  unite  a  portion  of 
hydrargyrus  muriatus  with  it  ?  It  may  be  thought 
fo,  for  the  muriatic  acid  having  a  greater  affinity 
with  the  quickfilver  than  the  nitrous,  will  firfl 
unite  with  it ;  and  if  it  remained  mixed  with  the 
combination  intended,  would  certainly  inquinate 
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it ;  but  fortunately  this  hydrargyrus  muriatus  will, 
during  the  calcination  of  the  quickfilver  fublime, 
and  afterwards  be  found  in  the  neck  of  the  retort. 

. —  According  therefore  to  this  prefcription  the 
hydrargyrus  nitratus  ruber  will  either  not  be  pure, 
or  there  will  be  an  unneceflary  wafte  of  part  of 
the  quicklilver,  without  any  utility ;  but  with  re- 
fpectt  to  the  modus  prceparandi  we  muft  beg  leave 
to  refer  the  reader  to  what  we  have  delivered, 
page  69,  and  alfo  to  confult  what  is  advanced 
relative  to  zinc,  page  55,  56  of  the  fir  ft  part  of  this 
Work ;  and  from  page  45  to  48,  what  is  faid  re- 
fpe&ing  to  the  method  of  procuring  fpiritus  tethe - 
ris  vitriolici ;  tether  vitriolicus ,  &  fpiritus  tether  is 
nitrofi ;  where  on  thefe  heads  he  will  find  our  re¬ 
marks,  and  be  fupplied  with  an  opportunity  of 
forming  his  judgement  reflecting  their  validity. 

Amongft  the  wines  it  is  obfervable  that  you 
have  adopted  the  hint  given  you  of  piaking  the 
vinum  antimonii ,  with  the  antimonium  tartarifatum, 
diflolved  in  wine,  calling  it  vinum  antimonii  tar - 
tarifati ;  but  why  then  referve  the  vinum  antimo¬ 
nii  made  with  the  vitrum  ?  — They  are  certainly 
both  compofitions  fimilar  with  refpe6t  to  their 
efiedt  in  properly  proportioned  dofes. — This,  it 
may  be  prefumed,  is  a  medical  fubtlety,  one  of 
the  arcana  arcanorum ;  which,  as  it  exceeds'  the 
narrow  limits  of  our  comprehenfions,  we  mutt 
leave  with  that  wifdom  by  which  it  was  formed  ; 

and 
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and  advert  to  the  vinum  rhubarb  art,  in  which  there 
appears  to  be  an  unintelligible  conceit,  which  we 
confefs,  to  us  is  equally  incomprehenfible;  we 
mean  the  addition  of  the  fpiritus  vinofus  tenuior . — 
Y our  Lumleian  ledturer,  in  his  note  affixed  to  the 
Englifh  tranflation,  tells  us,  and  we  conclude 
from  your  authority,  “  That  this  tincture  being 
“  made  with,,  a  menftruum  more  fpirituous,  is 
“  therefore  more  adapted  to  flomachs  weakened 
“  by,  what  is  called ,  hard  drinking.”  Here  in¬ 
deed  is  a  reafon ;  eight  and  forty,  drops  of  an 
impure  fpirit  added  to  a  dofe,  or  two  or  three 
times  the  number,  for  the  dofe  is  from  one  to 
two  or  three  fpoonfuls,  muft  have  the  propofed 
effedt  on  the  ftomach  of  a  hard  drinker — credat 
Judaeus.— The  pofition  is  too  puerile  for  its  re¬ 
futation  to  be  attempted. — However,  with  refpedt 
to  thefe  wines,  the  tinctures,  and  decodtions,  we 
fhall  not  make  any  farther  obfervations,  than  that 
we  confider  them  too  numerous,  and  that  they 
might  be  ufefully  curtailed — And  that  wherever 
opiates  enter  into  any  compofitions,  it  would  have 
been  infinitely  better  had  they  been  totally  reject¬ 
ed  ;  as  by  keeping  a  tindture,  powder,  and  pill  of 
that  ingredient,  they  might  be  added  to  any  com- 
pofition  extemporaneoufly,  and  the  precife  dofe 
afcertained,  which  is  a  material  confideration  in 
the  adminiftration  of  fo  powerful  a  remedy,  and 
a  number  of  egregious  miftakes  be  prevented, 

which  are  apt  to  arife  from  ignorance,  inattention, 

and 
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and  want  of  integrity  in  too  many  of  the  com¬ 
pounders  of  medicaments,  efpecially  the  trading 
chemifts.— All  which  it  was  the  bufinefs  of  the 
College  attentively  to  have  confidered,  and  taken 
fuch  fteps  as  might  have  effectually  prevented  thofe 
mifchiefs,  the  community  in  general  becomes  fub- 
jeCt  to  from  negleCt  in  this  particular. 

\  f , 

But  to  purfue  our  fubjeCt  more  clofely.-- Y ou  have 
given  us  a  prefcription  under  the  title  of  Spiritus 
JELtheris  vltriolici  compofitns ,  faid  to  be  the  liquor  ano- 
dynus  Hoffmanni ,  by  your  Lumleian  lecturer,  who 
refers  us  to  different  parts  of  the  work  of  that  au¬ 
thor,  which  on  confulting,  we  do  not  find,  to  be 
the  cafe ;  we  rather  fuppofe  that  he  meant  no¬ 
thing  more  nor  lefs  by  his  liquor  than  a  fpiritus 
vitrioli  dulcis,  well  impregnated  with  ^ther ;  or  a 
very  highly  rectified  fpirit  of  wine,  with  an  oil, 
which  he  caffs,  “  tethereum,  faporis  &  odoris  gra- 
“  tiffimi  &  penetratiffimi  aromatici,”  for  in  fpeak- 
ing  of  its  virtues,  he  fays, 

“  Hoc  oleum  aromaticum  recens  exquifite  fol- 
“  vitur  in  fpiritu  vini  reCtihcatiffimo,  ipfique  fa-  \ 
“  porem,  &  odorem  &  virtutem  confert  anody- 
iC  nam  &  ac  fedativam,  in  omnibus  doloribus  &: 

“  fpafmis  utihffimam;”  after  giving  an  account  of 
the  mode  of  preparing  it  from  Valerius  Cordus, 

C roll i us,  and  Gesner,  and  adding  his  own 
procefs,  which,  with  refpeCt  to  the  proportion  of 
the  ingredients,  are  widely  different  from  yours  — 
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ior  he  makes  ufe  of  a  much  larger  proportion  of 

fpirits  of  wine  than  vitriolic  acid, — you,  infinitely 

more  of  the  latter  than  the  former. 

'  .  ,  * 

Hoffman  fays,  “  Proceffum  fideliter,  meo  more, 
<c  communico — fumitur  una  libra  olei  vitrioli  per 
recfificationem  ab  omni  phlegmate  liberati,  & 
“  libras  fex  fpiritus  vini  re&ificatiflimi,  qui  nec 
ce  veftigium  aqu^  continet,”  &c.  De  vero  oleo 
vitrioli  dulce ,  p.  495,  vol.  Hi. —  You  have  nearly 
copied  vthe  formula  of  the  Paris  pharmacopeia, 
wherein  we  find  a  liquor  anodynus  mineralis,  fup- 
pofed  only  to  be  that  of  Hoffman’s ;  for  there  in 
two  ounces  of  the  etherial  fpirit  they  diffolve 
twelve  drops  of  this  oleum  dulce,  which  is  almoft 
exadly  the  proportion  you  have  commanded. — Shall 
we  be  called  fevere,  if  we  prefume  to  fmile  on 
this  occafion  ?  How  can  we  avoid  it,  when  we  fee 
a  recipe  given  to  the  world  as  if  taken  from  the 

works  of  the  very  author,  and  placed  in  your 

\ 

pharmacopoeia,  though  inconteftably  the  produ& 
of  another  foreign  pharmacopoeia  only ;  when  we 
are  referred  to  many  places  of  the  works  of  that 
very  author,  which  afford  no  fhadow  of  fupport 
for  the  foundation  of  fuch  a  fuppofition — -Rifum 
teneatis  amici  t 

In  your  SYRUPUsRosns,  as  well  as  your  pul- 
vis  aloeti^cus  cum  ferro,  vice  piluloe  ecphrac- 
licx,  we  find  you  have  condefcended  to  purfue 

opr 
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oUr  hints,  and  form  them  with  fome  degree  of 
exa&nefs,  freeing  them  from  that  difgraceful  in¬ 
congruity  under  which  they  lay  in  your  Specimen. 
But  though  you  have  altered  the  pulvis  e  myr- 
r&a  compositus,  we  cannot  avoid  thinking  the 
alteration  might  have  been  more  judicious.  Can 
you  fuppofe,  that  adding  the  fabine  is  an  ample 
compenfation  for  throwing  out  the  afa-foetida,  fa- 
gapenum,  and  oppoponax  ?  The  firft  of  which  is 
held  in  the  higheft  eftimation  in  the  medical  world, 
and  allowed  to  be  the  mod;  efficacious  of  the  fetid 
gums  as  a  deobftruent ;  it  is  alfo  antifpafmodic 
and  anodyne,  and  highly  effectual  in  promoting 
all  the  fluid  fecretions  in  either  fex — Had  you 
omitted  the  rue  and  caftor,  and  retained  the  gums, 
at  leaft  a  proper  proportion  of  the  afa-fostida,  it 
would  have  been  a  laudable  amendment ;  but  at 
prefent  it  (lands  forth  as  declaratory  of  your  rage 
for  alteration,  but  not  of  improvement — the  only 
point  which  can  fupport  the  change  of  any  (ingle 
medicine.— With  regard  to  your  powders,  we 
(liould  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  the  neceffity  for 
the  infertion  of  the  pulvis  aloeticus  c.  guaiaco ;  pulvis 
e  chelis  cancrorum  compofi.tus ;  pulvis  contrayervee  com - 
pojitus ;  pulvis  e  creta  compojitus  c.  opio;  pulvis  e 
fcammonio  c.  aloe;  in  the  title  of  which  lad  there 
is  an  abfolute  inaccuracy ;  for  it  certainly  as  much 
merits  the  title  of  compofitusy  as  that  which  (lands 
before  it,  being  formed  of  the  fame  ingredients 
with  the  addition  of  aloes ;  or  the  pulvis  e  /cam - 

monio 
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monio  c .  calomelane. — Here  we  are  led  to  believe  you 
thought  more  of  quantity  than  quality ;  you  was 
afraid  of  reducing  your  forces,  dilliking  to  do  that 
with  few  things,  which  you  had  been  accuftomed 
to  perform  with  many;  andas  many  of  your  pills 
and  eleduaries  were  difbanded,  your  troop  of  pow¬ 
ders  muft  be  augmented  to  fupply  deficiencies; 
by  which  fimilar  reafon  you  feem  to  have  been 
aduated  in  your  plaifters — For,  if  any  perfon  will 
examine  your  formidable  lift,  they  will  find  that 
fifteen  might  with  propriety  be  reduced  to  four — * 
viz.  emplaftrum  lythargyri ;  emplaftrum  lythargyri  c . 
mer curio ;  emplaftrum  reftnofum ;  or  which  would  be 
ftill  better,  a  plaifter  made  of  a  proper  confidence 
to  mix  occafionally  with  cantharides ;  and  an  em¬ 
plaftrum  reftnofum ,  formed  of  proper  proportions  of 

pix  Burgundica,  cera  citrina,  and  turpentine  ;  or 

* 

fliould  the  gums  be  thought  preferable  to  Bur¬ 
gundy  pitch,  maftic,  or  thus,  might  fupply  its 
place — This  plaifter  would  ferve  as  a  bafis  for  the 
whole  farrago  of  thofe  plaifters,  where  the  aro¬ 
matic  diftilled  oils,  camphire,  &c.  make  a  princi¬ 
pal  ingredient ;  the  advantage  here  attained  muft 
be  diffidently  obvious ;  for  thefe  plaifters  are  cer¬ 
tainly  moft  efficacious,  ^applied  when  recently 
made ;  as  by  long  keeping,  which  is  commonly 
the  cafe,  they  are  apt  to  fpoil,  lofe  their  power, 
and  fruftrate  the  intent  of  the  praditioner.  The 
emplaftrum  refmofum,  was  it  made  of  a  foft  con¬ 
fidence,  would  ferve  the  purpofe,  of  mixing  with 


(  26  •) 

it  any  powders,  if  neceflary,  which  can  feldom 
happen,  as  a  few  drops  of  the  effential  oil  of  any 
feeds  will  be  adequate  to  two  drams  of  their  fub- 
ft'ance,  and  confequently  be  more  elegant  in  com- 
pofition,  and  full  as  effectual ;  and  with  refpedt  to 
the  ointments,  as  few  fhould  be  kept  as  poffible, 
as  they  are  apt  foon  to  grow  rancid — Why  in  the 
name  of  common  fenfe  ought  thofe  to  be  in- 
ferted  in  a  pharmacopoeia,  that  are  made  fo  ex- 
temporaneoufly,  fince  time  renders  them  offenfive, 
and  alters  even  their  properties  ?  —  What  need 
have  we  for  the  unguent  urn  colds  hy  dr  or  girt  alb# ; 
unguentum  hellebori  albi ;  unguentum  hydrargyri  mitius ; 
unguentum  picis ;  unguentum  fulphuris ,  or  unguentum 
tutia  ? — Six  or  feven  would  anfwer  every  purpofe, 
and  your  catalogue  numbers  no  lefs  than  fixteen.— 
What  a  profufion  of  non-fignificants  !  how  abun¬ 
dant  in  trifles !  how  replete  with  fuper-numeraries ! 
Suppofe  one  digefdve  ointment  was  kept  made  with 
wax,  oil ,  turpentine ,  re  Jin,  or  gum  elemi ,  if  that 
pleafed  better  ;  one  unguentum  ex  hy  dr  or  gyro ;  its 
reduction  would  not  be  wonderfully  laborious  ac¬ 
cording  to  your  pharmacopoeia;  was  it  required 
to  be  weaker,  the  unguentum  ex  hydrargiro  nitrato ; 
the  unguentum  e  fpermate  ceti ;  unguentum  fambuci ; 
and  unguentum  cantharidis ;  would  not  thefe  anfwer 
every  purpofe  even  you  could  wifh  ? — We  allow  of 
the  unguentum  fambuci ,  not  from  its  efficacy,  but 
becaufe  it  is  often  called  for — The  unguentum  ca - 
iharidis ;  from  the  gentlenefs  of  its  a£lion  as  pre- 
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pared  by  your  prefeription.  —  And  this  we  think 
a  copious  lift ;  co'nfidering  the  ufe  which  may  be 
made  of  the  fperma  ceti  ointment ;  for  this  might 
be  occafionally  mixed  when  required,  with  cerufta, 
calx  zinci,  calx  hydrargyri ;  or  any  other  pow¬ 
ders  agreeable  to  the  pleafure  of  the  preferiber.  — 
However,  before  we  conclude  thefe  obfervations, 
we  cannot  help  exprefting  our  aftonifhment  that 
you  fhould  ftill  retain  the  pulvis  e  chelis  can- 
crorum,  which,  whether  confidered  in  a  chemi¬ 
cal,  pharmaceutical,  or  medical  light,  is  certainly 
one  of  the  moft  impure  of  the  abforbent  earths, 
as  we  have  before  fliown  in  page  Si  of  the  firjl part 
of  this  work  ;  belides  which  we  muft  add,  that  as 
thefe  fubftances  are  moft  valuable  in  proportion  as 
they  diftolve  quickeft  with  acids,  and  as  they  are 
ufed  chiefly  with  that  intention,  either  merely  to 
abforb  offenlive  acidities  in  the  primte  vice,  or, 
uniting  with  them,  pafs  into  the  habit,  and  pro¬ 
duce  the  effeCt  of  neutral  falts,  certainly  the  teftce 
oftreorum,  or  the  creta,  are  fubftances  infinitely 
fuperior ; ,  may  not  this  omiffion  therefore  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  want  of  chemical  knowledge,  or  to 
your  contempt  of  clofe  inveftigation  in  thefe  mat¬ 
ters  ;  otherwife,  had  you  condefcended  to  confult 
the  works  of  men,  who  had  employed  their  time 
in  forming  experiments  to  difeover  the  component 
parts  of  bodies,  and  afeertain  their  action,  you 
wrouid  have  found  univerfally  their  opinions  di¬ 
rectly  militating  againft  the  ufe  of  this  fubftance, 

d  2  on 
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dn  account  of  its  impurity,  and  difficult  folubility; 
arid  preferring  thofe  we  have  mentioned  efpecially 
for  medical  purpofes,  but  you  have  yielded  to  the 
impulfes  of  your  arbitrium ;  and  perhaps  it  is  to 
your  ftavifh  obedience  to  this  irrefiftible  power, 
that  we  may  juftly  attribute  a  number  of  the  er¬ 
rors  with  which  your  pharmacopoeia  abounds ; 
perhaps  it  is  owing  to  this  caufe  that  we  are  al¬ 
lowed  to  apply  the  lines  of  Dr.  Garth,  with  a 
little  alteration  ; 

That  now  no  grand  inquiries  are  defcry’d, 

Bold  error  reigns,  where  knowledge  fliould  preiide, 

As  if  the  chemic  art  was  laid  afide. 

And  it  is,  perhaps,  to  this  that  we  are  left -to  la¬ 
ment  the  want  of  perfeftion  in  your  work,  and  drop 
the  tear  of  regret  at  its  unfortunate  fate — quia 
undas  nunc  Rubiconis  tranffit ;  which  might  have 
been  prevented,  had  .you  followed  the  advice  of 
the  admired  Hoffman  ; 

“  Quemadmodum  ii,  qui  inveritate  inquirenda, 
cc  omni  pofito  pnejudicio,  (arbitrio)  nullius  opini- 
66  onis  fer-vi  funt ;  fed  libero  animo  folidoque  ju- 
“  dicio  cundta  perpendunt,  de  opinionibus  pru- 
tc  denter  dubitant,  &  nil  nifi  quod  durum,  fa- 
“  cile,  fimplex,  atque  intelle&ui  planum  eft, 
<(  ample&untur*  &  optima  quaqae  ex  omnibus  feli- 
“  gunt ,  laude  digni  funt ;  —  ita  quoque  cordati 
u  medici  eft,  nulli  Ccdax  vet  hypothefi,  in  totum 

fe 
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“  fe  mancipare,  fed  totius  omnia  fuis  examinare , 
<€  pondciribus ,  &,  qu£  ufui  funt ,  ac  veritati  confen- 
“  tiunt ,  feligere,  variis  opinionibus,  quse  perni- 
“  ciofarum  diffenfionum,  in  praxi,  &  theoria 
«  genetrices  funt,  rejedtis  &  prorfus  repudiatis.” — 

OF  the  Pharmacopoeia  collegii  regalis  Londi- 
nenfs,  as  it  (lands  in  its  purefl  form,  here  fhould 
we  take  our  leave,  nor  think  of  adverting  to  its 
tranflation,  did  there  not  appear  a  neceffity  of  vin¬ 
dicating  Mr.  Scheele  from  an  accufation  brought 
againft  him  by  the  tranhator,  who,  in  his  notes 
upon  hy dr ar gyrus  muriatus  mitts ,  fays,  “  This  is 
(<  the  mercurius  dulcis  pnecipitatus  of  the  Pharm. 
“  L.ond.  fol.  1721,  p.  145,  adopted  bytheEdin- 
burgh,  1744,  under  the  name  of  mercurius  pr  a- 
66  cipitatus  albus — and  after  that,  by  the  Swedifh 
Difpenfatory,  under  the  name  of  mercurius  dulcis • 
cc  as  it  has  been  fuppofed  by  many  to  be  a  new  in- 
cc  vention  of  Mr.  Scheele,  and  been  recommended 
<c  as  an  eafy  and  cheap  fubflitute  for  calomel,  it  has 
grown  pretty  much  into  life,”  &c. — It  may  be 
fuppofed  that  your  Lumleian  ledturer  has  made  an 
egregious  miftake,  or  followed  the  opinion  of 
others  as  clofely  as  he  tranflated  your  recipe  for 
confedtio  aromatica;  where',  for  half  a  pound  of 
zedoary  and  faffron,  you  had  inferred  half  an 
ounce ; — for  Mr.  Scheele  has  certainly  a  right, 
though  not  to  be  called  the  inventor  of  the  mer¬ 
curius  pnecipitatus  albus,  yet  to  be  (filed  the  in¬ 
ventor 
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ventor  of  the  hydrargyrus  muriatus  mitis,  made 
in  the  wet  method,  and  (hewing  by  indifputable 
experiment  it  was  calomel  —  that  is,  quickfilver 
united  in  the  fame  proportion  with  muriatic  acid, 

*  by  means  of  the  double  attraction  taking  place  in 
the  procefs ;  which  Mr.  Scheele  thus  proves.  He 
firft  (hews,  that  the  nitrous  acid  can  take  up  a 
greater  part  of  quickfilver,  when  kept  in  a  boiling 
(late  for  fome  time,  than  what  it  really  calcines, 
or  in  other  words,  renders  oxigene,  by  giving^t 
its  dephlogiflicated  air;  that  part  which  is  not  cal¬ 
cined,  Mr.  Scheele  thinks  the  nitrous  acid  keeps 
in  its  metallic  (late,  and  that  when  afterwards  the 
folution  of  common  fait  is  mixed  boiling  with  it, 
marine  acid  combines  with  the  quickfilver  exactly 
in  that  proportion  as  in  the  calomel. — Mr.  Scheele 
having  found  that  common  fait  pofTefies  the  fame 
property  as  the  fal  ammoniac,  in  promoting  a  fo¬ 
lution  of  any  particles  of  corrofive  fublimate  that 
might  be  mixed  with  it,  has  pointed  out  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  common  fait,  greater  than  neceffary,  for 
combining  with  the  quickfilver,  in  order  to  diifolve 
thofe  particles,  if  there  fhould  be  any.  Now  thefe 
principles  have  never  been  laid  down  by  any  man 
before  Mr.  Scheele,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for 
this  illuflration  of  calomel ;  and  indeed  thofe  prin¬ 
ciples  are  very  eflential  to  be  known  ;  for  let  the 
fame  quantity  of  quickfilver  be  diffolved  in  double 
that  proportion  of  nitrous  acid  ufed  for  making 
calomel,  and  let  it  be  difiolved  in  a  very  gentle 

heat. 


.  ,  (  3*  ) 

heat,  then  the  quickfilver  will  become  calcined  by 
abforbing  dephlogiflicated  air  from  the  nitrous 
acid,  and  form  corrofive  fublimate  by  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  a  folution  of  common  fait,  and  not  pro¬ 
duce  calomel. — Befides,  we  muft  beg  leave  to 
contradict  the  Lumleian  ledturer  with  refpedt  to 
the  mercurius  prsecipitatus  albus  being  the  inven¬ 
tion  of  the  London  Committee  of  1721  ;  for  it  is 
neither  more  nor  lefs  than  the  wfyite  precipitate 
fpbken  of  by  Lemery,  and  all  the  authors  who 
have  written  on  the  elements  of  chemiftry,  in  the 
beginning  of  this  century. 

-  '  ;  0  -  •'>  r  S'  '■  .  ••  ’  ( 

Much,  much  more  might  we  fay  with  refpeCt 

1 

to  the  commentator,  but  in  pity  to  ourfelves  we 
forbear ;  for  it  is  extremely  painful  to  travel  through 
heavy  roads,  where  neither  amufement  or  informa¬ 
tion  is  to  be  acquired. 
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Indeed  we  cannot  think  one  of  Shakefpeare’s  cha¬ 
racters  altogether  inapplicable; — “  Gratiano  fpeaks 
ec  an  infinite  deal  of  nothing,  more  than  any  man 
(C  in  all  Venice. — His  reafons  are  as  two  grains 
fc  of  wheat  hid  in  two  bufhels  of  chaff;  you 
cc  feek  all  day  ere  you  find  them,  and  when  you 
“  have  them,  they  are  not  worth  the  fearch 
With  regard  to  the  Reviewers,  how  happy  are  we 
to  have  roufed  the  delicacy  of  their  feelings !  We 
wifh — we  cordially  wifh,  that  it  was  exerted  on  many 
Other  occafi ons,  F or  how  many  authors  have  fmarted 

under 
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tmder  the  feverity  of  their  lafii  ?  How  many  have 
felt  the  flroke  of  their  farcaflic  pens  without  fo 
much  as  producing  one  fentence  to  fpeak  the  pro¬ 
vocation^  or  prove  their  juftice  ?  We  have  held  up> 
and  only  laughed  at  the  abfurdities  we  met  with  in 
our  paffage,  and  made  our  general  cenfure  rela¬ 
tive,  which*  whether  merited  or  not,  the  world  is 
left  at  liberty  to  judge. — See  page  88  of  the  firjl 
part  of  this  work . — But  “  if  we  have  fhot  our  ar- 
“  row  o'er  the  houfe,  and  hurt  a  brother det  it 
be  (hot  back  again ;  for  as  we  travel  in  the  purfuit 
only  of  truth,  we  embrace  her  with  equal  avidity, 
whether  fhe  comes  in  the  harfh  tones  of  a  fevere 
critic,  or  the  foft  and  gentle  whifpers  of  a  favorite 
miftrefs ;  and  fay  for  ourfelves,  that  if  we  ftave 
rafiily  dafhed  into  a  flood  of  rage,  we  fhall  not  be 
afraid  of  the  horrors  that  may  rattle  round  our 
heads,  firmly  fixed  in  the  opinion  of  Horace, 

Jufium  &  tenacem  propofiti  virum. 

Non  civium  ardor  prava  jubentium. 

Non  vultus  injiantis  tyranni 
Mente  quatit  folida,  neque  Aufler 
Dux  in  quieti  turbidus  Adrias, 

Nec  fulminantis  magna  Jovis  manuss 
Si  fradtus  illabatur  orbis, 

Impavidum  ferient  ruinge. 
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